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HOLYOKE — Fed up with
.what she believed were fre-
quently inaccurate portrayals in
the local media of Latinos as
drug dealers, welfare abusers
and criminals, Maria Figueroa
dreamt of a Spanish-language
newspaper where “positive”
stories about Latinos would be
told.

Figueroa met the Rev. Gus
Peterson, a member of the
board of directors for the hous-

ing agency, Nueva Esperanza,

er sPeaks“

anguage

and the two decided to start a
newspaper. Peterson owned the
Town Reminder in South Had-
ley for many years and has
been active in Holyoke’s Latino
community.

Peterson and = Figueroa
started the bilingual paper, La
Nueva Era (The New Era) in
March and have distributed it
every two weeks since then.

Aside from presenting a
more ‘‘positive”’ image of Lati-
nos, the two hoped to get infor-
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Checking out the nﬁws:- Richard Torres, 14, looks over
La Nueva Era, the biweekly newspaper printed in two
languages that Torrés will help distribute. L
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