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Convention to be held at- Nor{hamptou on
the 13th, and undersmn,dthat exertionshave
been made for some time past i, the Coun-
ues of Hampshire, Hampden and Franklm:
to procure a general meeting, and’ at least
the sanction of respeétable names, One of
lﬂle gentlemen whose names are gWen to the
public as approving the icall, says in-a com-
munication to the Editordf the GaZette, that
% he/cannot foretell. what will be/the char-
acter of the Convention.” Wil gentlemen
take the trouble to attend the convention for
Yne mere purpose of - giving it a character ?-
f the meeting is to “ disavow all connexion-
with any of the societies that have product,d
s0- much excitement in the comgnanity,” will
that be satisfactory to those who have ta-
ten ' the. lead i this agitating and fearful
uestion ? If it shall be determined not to
discuss the question, . atid “ to'let it alone,”
will that satisfy the persons who have cal-
led this meet|mg, and will they .not secede
and organize a new convention, as is usually
he case under such circumstances ? The

| very design and object of the convention is
to discuss the quesilon, aud can {t be doubt-"

ed, from the, manner of getting up the meée-

ting, how it/will be discussed ? There isno
man who will at this day in New England,

in any convention, or elsewhere, advocate

the doctrine that Slavery is o ‘blessing. We
nll ucknowledwe it te be an evil, anhd no con-
vention or excitement is needed to establish
or etrengthen the position. What then isto
be done ?  Some proposition will be made,
and it will come from thosc who projected

the meeting.  Will they propose immediate
emancination by addressing the slaves ang




e

stirring them up to blood and rapine? The |

mind regei fwémehhqumf.&m.stob%mmlgbt—

We shall be told that the only way is to pro-
‘Iu‘;e an cffect upon the masters, jand how,

this is to bel done, is amatter t00|¢ delicite and

refined fé meetings, ‘which are looked up-

onlwith jealousy by the - South, alkeady too
J y Oy y

sqlﬁmve, and over excited on the subject.

The question of Lmanupatmn in any
way, is onj"('lecply affecting the political and
sogial system, and ought not to be approach-
ed| rashly, nor handled roughly. = Itrequires
a steady and deliberate reflection, which an
'e cited couvention will not be apt to give it.

ociated acnon, and excitement are the
racteristics of the age,and there are some
men to w j]
too narrow for their desires € do good," and
llo must necessarily set themselves up as
R formers. But we are not bound to fol-
loiv them. . “'We need to keep the mind cool
jd well balanced to judge correctly upon

y question, and especially so m regard to
ox%c of so| much importance. | Can it be,
that a convention of the kind proposed, can

détermine whether or not “ifis the u‘:ll of |

d that we should let the sin pf Slavery en-
tirels y alone 2” Or if it should presumptuous-

| ly| proclaim it to be the will of God that we

should do nothing, “will any pelflc\cd mind
be put to rest” by the pxoclmn tion of such
an assembly 2

But it is suggested that we are bound to
discuss the question and to act!. Why is it
our duty at this particular time more thanat
former times, when the quality of the evil
was the same as it is now ? | Slavery is a
national calamity, and as such, affects us
onlv ng we have formed a political alliance

m the path of private duti seems |




with the Slave-holding States,i and it was |
onhe ofcahe) terms.nl: thr-compastathat the
domestic 'relations of the several States
should not be interfered with, by the nation-
ql Government, or the other members of the
L{nion We are also in a political alliance
with the Emperor of Russia whose serfs
are in severe bondage—with Spaln and Por
tugu1 the degraded condition of whose sub-
Jects demand the sympathy ,nnd aid of all
frec and enlightened nations.

. 1 see no occasion for a movement any
ay upon the question by a convennon, and
attempt to dragoon men iutp action,
gainst the convictions of their own judg-
ent, would betray a wish to| subject them
| to.the w orst species of Slavery. Shall I be
enounced because I canngt thmk or actac_
cording toa given pattern ? Will any man
be charged with a want of moral sense—of
| a regard to his religious duty because he will




|

not join in ev hilanthropic ex pedition that

‘zeal (iovugl yooft seum of'Spr gfield |story Spr ngfield, MAJOC'
1t would be g urd a8 to dedy the name

‘of Christians t those who preferred the
‘private dunds ) rehgloq and life, to enga-
ging in the !& e, and marching to the
field of blood ¢ death at the preaching of
Peter the l-ler

Before any )an acts in this matter, -let
him ﬂrst allay e ‘impulse that springs from
a desire to do a great good by immediate
action, and.be rsuaded in his own mind
that he is inith YVay of duty. Let him look
carefully at ;all the relat;ons of 'the subject,
and not me*el upon the pb]ect that his be-"
nevolent ey  hag singled out. Let him con- {
sider whet will not destroy the body,
by the means that he would employ only_
for eradicdt?n disease. And especially
let him reme r, that every man is a Slave
of passion, which is the greatest of . evils,
and a sin which “itis the revealed will, of
God ” weshould put away, and which can
furnish full‘ scope for the exercise of his re-
formmg Spmt. B

This convention is not necessary to ena-
ble us to learn « what is our duty in relation
to this suhy?c »| There are higher and pur-
er sources,an I cannot but indulge regret
for a movelnc t, which will tend, I fear, to
increase tlJ{e ccitement, rather than to still
the agitated V\[zttcrs BEE . % 2
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